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Chris’s Chatter 
 
 
There’s almost a feeling of “and we’re off” in the air in the 
church building at the moment as many of our groups are starting or making 
plans to start back after not being able to take place since last March and I 
hope you will enjoy reading about what’s happening and when in this edition 
of the magazine. From my personal point of view, never having been able to 
experience the life of the church family in pre-Covid times, this is both 
unfamiliar and exciting! I have become so used to operating from the church 
on an almost solo basis - making the weekly recorded service, conducting 
Sunday worship and meeting bereaved families and other visitors in the 
vestry - that having groups in the building is a novelty! The successful restart 
of the Coffee Stop over the summer has provided a welcome taster of what is 
to come but I do understand many folks’ mixed emotions, having been so 
long away from regular activities, about coming back into the building and 
resuming.  
 
This really is a period of transition and change from routines that have 
become the norm over the last 18 months and a particularly suitable time to 
include with everyone’s magazine a prayer square. Originally created for the 
World Day of Prayer, we thought they would be a lovely idea for everyone. 
Over the summer several folk in the church family have been busy knitting so 
that we have enough to include one with each copy of the magazine – around 
600 – thank you all and to May Herron, in particular, for coordinating this. 
Prayer is such a vital part of our lives as Christians – both personal and 
communal prayer. It’s a great source of comfort and strength knowing that 
whether we are in company or alone, experiencing the familiar or something 
new, then God is by our side. Please keep these prayer squares somewhere 
visible (I have mine next to my laptop in the manse office!) to remind you of 
God’s presence and the love and support of your church family and pray that 
the restart of our activities will be successful and those with anxieties will be 
reassured. If you would like to jot down the verse that comes with the prayer 
square below, feel free to do so.  
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As we move into the Autumn season and look towards this year’s harvest, the 
farmers are already busy in the fields. It’s a time to reflect on the lovely 
summer we have enjoyed, the bounty that God’s creation provides us with 
each year and the ways in which we respond. That’s perhaps why September 
is traditionally our month of stewardship. As we consider everything we have 
been given, we are also reminded of the responsibilities given to us by God to 
look after our world, our communities and one another.  
 

Kirk Session News 
 I hope everyone has enjoyed the summer. We in the Kirk Session have been 
busy these past couple of months. 
Sanctuary and Halls  
We must thank Ross Cargill, Fabric Convener for his continued hard work in 
measuring and working out our numbers in line with the reduced restrictions 
and completing the necessary paperwork that is required to be submitted to 
Presbytery.  
Thank you also to our small group that have been meeting throughout to 
discuss and agree our views re restrictions going forward. 
We are happy to announce that seating downstairs in the Sanctuary will be 
reduced to 1 metre and there will be no social distancing in the balconies.  
You are still required to wear face masks whilst sitting and singing in the 
Sanctuary.  
Duty teams will also still be guiding you all to your seats.  

 

May this prayer square remind you, 

that in your sleeping and waking 

both in the day and in the night,

God will be with you. 

And I will be with you always to the end of the 
age.  

Matthew 28:20 
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It is certainly a positive move and we will be assessing and making any 
changes that we feel that we are comfortable with as we go forward in the 
coming weeks. 
Presbytery Clerk 
The Kirk Session would like to thank Mrs Linda Bird for all her hard work and 
commitment as Presbytery Clerk. Linda has served as Clerk for 5 years and we 
are grateful for her invaluable service.   
Mrs Margaret Hagan has agreed to take over this position and we hope that 
she will find this an enjoyable and fulfilling experience and look forward to 
hearing her reports in the coming months.  
Presbytery Plan 
Three elders have been selected to represent Arbroath West Kirk in 
discussions going forward with the New Presbytery Plan in our area. Our 
thanks to Leza Gibson, Bill Beedie and Ross Cargill.  
Districts/Roll 
A small group comprising of the Minister, Roll Keeper – Derek Atkinson, 
Church Secretary - Myra Scoular and myself are in the process of reviewing 
our Elders districts.  
Elders & Kirk Session Conference 
There will be a Kirk Session Conference on Saturday 12th September from 
9.30-12 noon. This will be held in the Large Hall. We hope that this will be 
well attended as we look forward to the opportunity to share our hopes and 
visions going forward in the life of our Church. There will be 3 topics which 
will be discussed in groups and feedback provided after each topic.  
If you have any queries, then please do not hesitate to contact myself. 
Audrey Shepherd 
 

DUTY OFFICE BEARERS 

September 2021 October 2021 

5th, Team 7 : L Gibson 3rd, Team 1 : M McIntosh 

12th, Team 8 : A Ferguson 10th, Team 2 : B Cargill 

19th,Team 9 : D Langlands  

26th, Team 10 : A Shepherd  
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Harvest 
Our celebration of harvest this year takes place on 
Sunday 25th September. We hope, relaxations and Covid 
statistics dependent, that in addition to morning 
worship we will be able to provide a soup lunch after the 
service which will make it a day of real celebration. 

 
Thanks to the generosity of our church family regular donations are made to 
our local foodbanks every week. Therefore, at Harvest we are hoping that you 
will want to express gratitude to God for the good things he gives us by 
supporting the Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal. Blythswood Care began in 
Glasgow in 1966 when 4 student ministers began to share the Christian faith 
in struggling communities. It then expanded sending bibles all over the world. 
The annual Shoebox Appeal began in 1993 following natural disasters and the 
Romanian Revolution. The charity continues to seek to transform lives 
through the impact of education, community action and gospel activities. For 
more information, go to https://blythswood.org/ 
 
It may seem a little strange covering boxes with Christmas wrapping paper in 
September, but the boxes have to be collected and ready for distribution to 
vulnerable communities in Eastern Europe by the end of October. Christine 
Southward has kindly volunteered to coordinate this for us and if you have 
any questions or need someone to collect your contributions, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch.   
(See Page 10). 
 

Our halls are open and our 
groups are back!! 
 
Following on from the successful start 
back of the Coffee Stop over the 
summer, we are delighted to say that the 
church halls and the lounge are now 
open for use for the first time since last 
March. From the articles below you can see what is starting back and when.  
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For the foreseeable future all groups will be going that extra step to keep 
everyone safe and we owe a debt of gratitude to all those who have worked 
hard over the summer reading through, interpreting and implementing the 
regulations as they have changed several times! In particular to Ross Cargill 
who has completed and updated all the necessary risk assessments and to 
Myra who has produced all our signage. Our group coordinators have also 
had additional work to do to make sure each group complies with their 
particular guidelines, so please support them by coming along and joining in.  
 

Bible Study 
After a break in July and August, bible study 
returns on Wednesday 1st September at 
7.30pm. We have decided to continue to 
meet on Zoom and welcome everyone to join 
us. In the last year we have looked at lesser 

known characters in the Old Testament, Paul’s letter to the Corinthians and 
followed themes through Advent and Lent.  
There’s a lot of chat and laughter and hopefully something new each week. If 
you’d like to join us, please get in touch for the Zoom details or, if you are 
interested but Zoom doesn’t work for you, still get in touch – having 2 groups 
would be great! 
 

Prayer 
Following on from the prayer squares there are also 
opportunities to pray at different times and in different ways 
each week.  
Each Thursday the church is open from 2-3pm. It’s a time for 
quiet reflection, with one or two optional prayer activities provided. You can 
spend 5 minutes or the full hour in the sanctuary enjoying the peace. 
We have a small group of people who pray at home for the church, the 
church family and local issues highlighted to them. If you would like to pray 
too or if you have something that you wish prayer for, please contact Chris or 
May Herron. 
Our church prayer group meet together, again currently by Zoom each month 
and every Sunday night there is a town wide prayer group who pray for the 
local community. If you would like details of either of these groups, please get 
in touch.  
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Guild 
The Leadership Team will meet soon to arrange how we start the new Guild 
Session.  Membership for new session will be £14. 
This will most likely be at the beginning of October restrictions permitting.  
Look out for intimations nearer then. 
Best wishes to you all. 
 

Scottish Country Dancing 
We are starting the Dance Club on the 15th September all being well. The 
usual time is 7.30 to 9.30pm in the small hall. If you feel like joining us please 
come along you will be most welcome. Bring your own mug or cup please and 
a mask. All COVID precautions will be adhered to.   
Rena McLeish. 
 

Sunday School/Faithfinders 
The Sunday School and Faithfinders are meeting again in the large hall on a 
Sunday Morning.  We will be taking part in the Harvest service on Sunday 26th 
September. 
Leza Gibson 
872467 
 

Knit & Knatter 
The Knit & Knatter starts back on Tuesday the 24th of August at 7pm! I can't 
wait to see you all and your crafty creations but can I just ask everyone who 
wants to attend to follow the covid19 prevention measures to keep us all 
safe: 
1. Social distancing at the West Kirk is currently 1 metre so we will now be 
meeting in the large hall, instead of the lounge, to give us more space 
2. Please sign the Track and Trace form when entering the building  
3. Please use the hand sanitizer available in the building  
4. Please wear masks (unless exempt) when entering the building and up & 
about. Once seated, they can be removed for drinking tea/coffee  
 
For more information and updates, please visit our Facebook page  
'Knit & Knatter Arbroath'.  Future meeting dates:  September 7th, 21st. 
October 5th, 19th.   
Angela Pagan 
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SOCIAL NEWS 
 
Coffee Stop 
I’m very pleased there are quite a few people coming along 
to the Coffee Stop every Friday and all getting together for 
a chat and getting back to a semblance of normality. So 
thanks to all of you who are coming along on a Friday 
morning and meeting up with friends. 
Thanks also to all the helpers – some who have done the job for years, and to 
those who agreed to swell the ranks, and carry on the good work. 
Joan 
 

Soup Lunch 
With the minister’s approval, we are hoping to have 
a Soup Lunch after the Harvest Thanksgiving Service 
on Sunday 26th September, dependant on 
regulations still being the same, or maybe even 
better. It may not be such a varied menu, just what 
we can manage in the Church kitchen, but I’m sure 

we can all enjoy each other’s company and have a meal together. 
We may not be able to accommodate as many people as we have in the past, 
so have decided to make it a ticket function. In a few weeks we’ll issue tickets 
on a first come first serve basis.  
I hope it is a worthwhile venture, and we can do it again 
Joan Macgregor                                                                                                                                      

 

Wednesday Club 
Hello everyone, we are back up and running again, we meet every 
Wednesday in the large hall from 1.30 till 3.30pm.  All are welcome, so bring 
along your friends we’d love to meet them.  We are a relaxed group playing 
board games and having a chat, having a cup of tea or coffee with a wee 
biscuit or cake on the side.  Be assured we will be adhering to Covid 
guidelines to keep us all safe.  So why not come along and say ‘hello’.  £2.00 
per week.  Thank you.   
Margaret Sim & Nancy Robbie 
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There are a wide range of activities. Badminton, Table 

Tennis, Snooker/Pool, Football, Board Games and Crafts and 

Tuck Shop. 
 

We run during term time 
and the cost is 50p per 

night. 
 
 
   
  
 
 

ARBROATH WEST KIRK, KEPTIE STREET, DD11 3AZ 
SC006482  www.arbroathwestkirk.org arbroathwestkirk2019@gmail.com 

 

If you are aged 7 to 12 yrs old, or 

know someone who is, why not 

come along and join us or invite 

them along?  

 

http://www.arbroathwestkirk.org/
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In Harmony Choir 
Following their AGM, In Harmony, a ladies choir will be meeting 
in the old hall from 
Tuesday 31st August 
each week from 
7.30pm. If you 
enjoying singing and 
would like to meet 
new folk, why not 
come along.  

 

November Fayre 

As the Community Centre is being used for vaccinations we are unable to 
have the Fayre there as usual. 
However we would like to try a slimmed down version using the Church Halls.  
This will take place on Saturday 13th November 10 - 12 noon. 
There will not be all of the usual stalls but as many as we can fit into our Halls 
and keeping everyone safe. 
Tickets priced £1-50 for entry and tea/coffee will be available at the Large 
Hall door on the day itself and may be on sale after the services at the end of 
October. 
Donations would be much appreciated so more next month on that. 
We very much appreciate the support of the Congregation in our fund raising 
which is an important part of our Church Life. 
Look forward to seeing lots of you on 13th November meanwhile listen out 
for intimations and notices on Church website and in next month’s magazine. 
Best wishes from Stewardship Group. 
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BLYTHSWOOD BOXES    
The Kirk Session has agreed to help the Blythswood 
Christmas Shoebox Appeal for Harvest Thanksgiving 
this year.  We will be looking for some donations of 
the items detailed below or if you wish you can 
cover and fill your own box. 
What is required is a shoebox, which should be 
covered with Christmas Paper (base and lid covered separately). If you have 
online access you can find details/instruction at https://blythswood.org  
If you do not wish to complete a whole box, donations of one or some of the 
items could be placed in the box which will be in the vestibule of the Church 
from Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday until the middle of October.   

The cost of sending a lorry load of shoeboxes to Eastern Europe can be up to 
£4,000. If you can make a donation of £3 per box towards travel costs, this 
would make a huge difference.   

Essential Items 
Toothbrush and toothpaste/Soap 

Hat scarf and gloves/Underwear/socks/tights 

Small toy for a child (cars, dolls, ball) only new shop bought toys 

Sweets – no chocolate or any other food – best before date no earlier than 
31st March 2022 – no loose sweets, lollies or undated bags of sweets 

Do not include used or damaged items, war related items such as guns, 
knives or military figures or handmade or knitted stuffed toys. 
Non essential  Items - Shampoo/Shower Gel/Face cloth/ moist 
wipes/Comb/brush 
Stationery - Pens/pencils sharpener/Notepads/ colouring 
books/Rulers/erasers 
Clothing - T-shirts/pyjamas/jumpers/shirts, etc 
The above non essential items are guidelines only, depending on the age of 
the recipient – Just a few of these could be added to the box along with the 
essential items.  If you have any queries you can contact me by telephone.  
Thank you 
Christine Southward, 01241 876101. 

https://blythswood.org/
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STEWARDSHIP PROGRAMME 2021 

  
 
Throughout our busy lives we have to decide 
how best we can spend the time we have. 
The Stewardship Programme this year is again 
focusing on Time 
 
Time for God 
Time for Friends and Family 
Time for work 
Time for Rest and Recreation 
Time for Church 
 
Prayer 
Lord in whose creation we find TIME ordered into Seasons 
Teach us the right use of TIME that we may move in harmony with your 
purpose and enjoy the rhythms of life. 
AMEN. 
 
Time for God  : 
 
Time to reflect in Bible readings, prayer and thought. 
 
Time for Friends and  Family  : 
 
Time spent meeting, helping, talking to your friends and family near and far. 
 
Time for Work  : 
 
Time spent on paid or voluntary work and time spent on different activities 
when you give up your time for someone else. 
 
Time for Rest and Recreation  : 
 
Time to be yourself. This is important. This can be time when you take part in 
leisure activities. 
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Time for Church  : 
 
Time spent attending services, listening to broadcasts, going to church clubs 
or visiting members of the church family. 
 

The Stewardship Group would like you to give some thought ON YOUR USE 
OF TIME 

by thinking on the above topics and how much time you give to any of them. 
 

In West Kirk we are fortunate in having a variety of ways you can spend time 
with the church family, here is are a variety of ways; 

 
Attending Sunday Services Helping with the Crèche or Sunday School;   

 
Helping with the Church Flowers; 

Joining the Choir; 
Joining the Prayer Group; 

Helping with the Youth Club; 
Joining the Guild; 

Joining the Wednesday Club; 
Joining the Bowling Club; 

Joining in the Bible Study Group; 
Joining in the Country Dance Group; 

Going to the Friday Coffee Stop; 
Having coffee after the Service once a month; 
Going to any of the social evenings arranged; 

Helping with Fund Raising. 
 

The Group appreciate that over this long uncertain period of Covid 
restrictions none of us has been able to attend meetings in our Halls and 

enjoy spending time together. 
BUT as we slowly move away from these restrictions we hope that many of 
you will feel that you can and would like to spend time with YOUR CHURCH 

FAMILY. 
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Remembering those we have loved…… 
During the summer months there have continued to be many families in our 
own fellowship and in our community who have suffered the loss of a loved 
one. We have included all those we know of and send our thoughts and 
prayers to their families and friends as many other activities recommence 
after a long break.  

Prayer 
 

God of compassion, 
when I feel helpless in my grief, 

hold me to your heart. 
 

God of gentleness, 
in those moments when life is dark, 

keep me close to you. 
 

God of comfort, 
when I am overcome with sadness, 

shelter me under your wings. 
 

Ever-faithful God, 
help me to find reassurance and hope 

in these words of hope to all your people - 
"Because you are precious to me, 

because I love you, 
there is no need to be afraid, 
for I am with you." (Isaiah 43) 

Author - Margaret Lillis 
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CHURCH FLOWER ROTA
September 2021 

5th  Edith Cargill 

12th  Karen Dear 

19th  Helen McIntosh 

26th Elizabeth Fairweather 
October 2021 

3rd  Janette Millar 

10th   Rena McLeish & 

Audrey Shepherd 

 
Thank You! 

At a very special and emotional presentation on Sunday 27th June, I was 
overwhelmed by the Kirk Session’s generous gifts to me after 17 years as their 
Clerk. The engraved crystal bowl is a lovely reminder of West Kirk - a special 
place and special people. I was overwhelmed by the amount of the cheque 
and though I do not deserve it, I will not be handing it back! 

The tributes from Audrey, Chris and Alasdair were very special and I will not 
forget them. 
I have written to the Kirk Session but thought I would use the magazine to say 
thanks to all for the privilege of serving West Kirk’s congregation as Session 
Clerk. 
With good wishes from Bill Clark. 

 
I would just like to say a huge Thank You to all those who very kindly 

purchased one of the hand painted Flower Pots at the Friday morning 
Coffee Stop, on the 11th June. 

The proceeds from the sale of the Pots went towards 
our fundraising this year for the Arbroath Lifeboat. 

It was very much appreciated. 
Thank you once again.     

Edith Cargill, 
Committee Member, 

Arbroath Lifeboat Guild. 
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Pastoral Call & Flowers 
If you know of someone who would benefit from receiving a Pastoral 

Telephone call or the Church flowers, then please can you complete the 
Pastoral Call/Flowers cards which can be found in the Vestibule. The 

completed card can be placed in the box situated at door as you exit the 
Church.  Thank you. 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR   -  SEPTEMBER 

Wednesday 1st/8th/15th/22nd/29th  9.30am Toddlers 
1.15pm Wednesday Club 
7.30pm Bible Study 

  

Thursday 2nd/9th/16th/23rd/30th 2pm Quiet Space 

  

Friday 3rd/10th/17th/24th  10am Coffee Stop 

  

Sunday 5th/12th/19th /26th  11am Sunday Worship 

  

Monday 6th/13th/20th/27th  7.30pm Male Voice Choir 

  

Tuesday 7th/21st  
Tuesday 7th/14th/21st/28th  

7pm Knit & Knatter 
7.30pm In Harmony 

  

Saturday 11th 9.30am Kirk Session Conference 

  

Sunday 12th 2-4pm Manse Open House 

  

Wednesday 15th/22nd/29th 7pm Country Dancing 

  

Sunday 26th 11am Harvest Festival – 
Blythswood Shoe Boxes 
Soup Lunch (provisional) 
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CHURCH OFFICE  

Arbroath West Kirk,  

Keptie Street, Arbroath, DD11 3AZ  

Tel: 01241 434721 

Email address: arbroathwestkirk2019@gmail.com 

On Facebook at Arbroath West Kirk  

YouTube channel at 
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3tXCAWSP-YNx5x4Ph7EYfQ 

Website:  www.westkirkarbroath.org 

Monday 9am – 1pm 

Tuesday 9am – 1pm 

Friday 9am – 1pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

If you want to submit any of the magazine articles by e-mail 

then send it to   :-   westkirkmag@gmail.com.  

Alternatively use the box in the vestibule area. 

        All material for the next issue of the magazine MUST be 

submitted by 20th September 2021, thank you. 
 

mailto:arbroathwestkirk2019@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Arbroath-West-Kirk-108020514483391
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3tXCAWSP-YNx5x4Ph7EYfQ
http://www.westkirkarbroath.org/
mailto:westkirkmag@gmail.com
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Minister – Rev Chris Hay, The Manse, 1 Charles Ave 554189 

 

Session Clerk – Mrs Audrey Shepherd, 25 Bishoploch  

Road 

Asst. Session Clerk - Mr Bill Clark 

870080 

Core Group Convener - Mrs Linda Bird, 5 Hospitalfield 
Gardens 

874785 

Treasurer - Mr David Spink 434721 

Fabric Convener - Mr Ross Cargill, 4 Lochlands Park 876405 

Rollkeeper - Mr Derek Atkinson, 3 Seaton Place 872818 

Sunday School Superintendent - Miss Leza Gibson, 62 
Warddykes Road 

872467 

Magazine Distribution - Mrs Kathleen Bruce, 39 Ladyloan 870953 

Freewill Offering Convener - Miss Myra Scoular, Church 
Office 

434721 

Gift Aid (Covenants) Convener - Miss Myra Scoular, Church 
Office 

434721 

Secretary/Church Office – Miss Myra Scoular 434721 

Safeguarding - Mrs Jean Cargill, 21 Duncan Avenue 874722 

 

Change of Address  

If you have moved house recently, or are about to move, either 
within or out-with the town, please fill in the address slip below and 
return to the Rollkeeper, Mr D Atkinson, 3 Seaton Place, DD11 5DS.  
Thank you  

 
Name  __________________________________________ 
 
Former  
Address __________________________________________ 
 
New 
Address __________________________________________ 


