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Chris’s Chatter 
 
What a beautiful 
month September 
has been! As Mike 
and I drove over to 
Fife at the 
weekend, the 
countryside was 
looking wonderful 
with bales piled high in cut fields, other fields in the process of being 
ploughed and the leaves on the trees slowly beginning to change 
colour. Last Sunday we were also fortunate that the weather stayed 
dry so we were able to welcome many of you to the manse and were 
delighted to receive more harvest from folks’ gardens – delicious green 
beans and tomatoes!  
 
This year in particular with the traumatic news coverage of the 
withdrawal from Afghanistan, the various catastrophic natural events 
like the earthquake in Haiti and the damage to property and flooding 
caused by Hurricane Ida, I’m forcibly reminded of the contrast of the 
beauty but also the fragility of our natural world and the impact that 
humanity has had on it down the centuries. The regular updates on the 
high number of Covid cases and the challenges that are faced by our 
NHS and our schools, not to mention other essential services everyday 
are also a sobering reminder of the challenges we face as a local and 
international community.  
 
Throughout October the forthcoming international summit in Glasgow, 
COP 26, will be highlighted in our news more and more. This is an 
opportunity for world leaders to come together to reflect on and seek 
to address some of the huge issues our created world is facing.  
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Glasgow Churches Together have invited 2 of the brothers from the 
Taize Community in France to Glasgow for the time of the summit. 
 
The Taize community was established during the second world war as 
the founder, Brother Robert, sought to shelter many people of all races 
and religions in a home in Taize with hospitality provided by his sister 
at great risk to them both. The sanctuary had to close for a short time 
because of the enormous risk but since 1944 it has been a community 
initially caring for children whose parents had been killed in the 2nd 
World War and at the same  
time welcoming German prisoners of war. Its aim today is to a place 
where its witness is a sign of reconciliation between divided Christians 
and between separated peoples. As one of the straplines used to 
promote Cop 26 is “the climate has no borders” their invitation seems 
inspired.  
 
As we celebrate the bounty provided by our natural world again this 
Harvest season, let’s also pray that presence of the Taize community in 
Glasgow, acting as a catalyst for our own prayers, will indeed bring 
reconciliation to the negotiating table, breaking down divisions and 
differences so that those suffering across our world may know the 
desire of world leaders to act and the support, care, concern and 
healing that comes through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Every blessing this month, 
Chris 
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Kirk Session News 
 

Our Kirk Session Conference took place on Saturday 11th September.  
This was well attended. 
 
We had 3 topics to discuss:- 

1. Responding to the Wider Community 

2. Responding to the Church Family 

3. Establishing a Structure to enable us to Respond  

Groups were given the opportunity to identity where we are presently 
with each topic at West Kirk and then feedback and make suggestions 
on how we can improve on what we currently do and offer.   It 
certainly made us think on how we move forward post covid and into 
the future to build up and strengthen our mission within our Church 
family and the wider community. 
 
I think it is fair to say that the morning gave us a lots to consider and I 
hope we left feeling positive and excited on what we can get involved 
in to enhance and grow our fellowship within our Parish. 
We will be discussing at Session in the coming months on how we build 
on our vision for Arbroath West Kirk.  
 
Cleaning of Sanctuary 
 
Can I thank Lavinia and the ladies who kindly volunteered their time to 
assist with the cleaning of the Sanctuary during the summer when 
Sarah, our cleaner was unfortunately off with a fractured foot.  They 
did a tremendous job and Session are extremely grateful for their help.  
 
Audrey Shepherd 
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Pastoral Care Team 

In response to the 
discussion at the Kirk 
Session Conference we 
agreed to begin the 
process of creating a 
pastoral care team. Over 
the summer months I have 
been able to visit members 
in their houses and have 

been privileged to share some special times emphasising the value of a 
personal encounter. I am very much aware of the wonderful size of our 
church family and realistic that it’s an impossible task to be able to see 
everyone.  
The elders do a wonderful job checking in with people when they 
deliver communion cards but there remain folk who would really value 
a regular visit for companionship and perhaps a little practical help. 
Our generous God gave many within the church family the ability to 
offer friendship and support and it would be wonderful to see some of 
those gifts used in a pastoral setting. If you feel that you would like to 
know more without at this stage making a commitment, then please 
get in touch with Myra, Audrey or Chris and we’ll arrange a small 
gathering to share more information about the vision and its 
implementation.  

Elders’ Training 
 

Before our lockdowns began 4 of our elders began a worship leading 
training course with Angus Presbytery. Bill, Janice, Linda and May 
completed the remaining sessions online and now have 1 remaining 
part to complete. We are therefore arranging for them to lead worship 
at Arbroath West Kirk in pairs with Angus Presbytery coming to listen 
to them and give them all gold stars during October and November. 
Please pray for all four of them as they prepare and if you are inspired 
by them please let Chris know – the more the merrier!  
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Covid Guidelines Update 
 

The Church of Scotland updated its guidelines for uses of church 
premises on 10th September and the team looking at what that means 
for us at the West Kirk have met to re- assess our own provisions. We 
hope that the changes we have made which will take effect from 
Sunday 3rd October will simplify things and be more comfortable and 
relaxed for everyone. 

 

1. We will still operate a one-way system into the building. 

However, you will be able to choose where to sit maintaining 

one metre distancing.  

 

2. Pew cushions will return! 

 
 

3. We will still use all three doors to exit and empty the kirk from 

the rear first. However, you will be able to choose which door 

to exit from (ie if you wish to use the central doors, just come 

through to the vestibule and do so). 

It remains the law that face masks must be worn in worship, though all 
faith leaders are petitioning the government to change this. The 
regulations regarding pew bibles and hymn books haven’t changed 
either so Chris will ensure that the text of bible readings are shown on 
the screen each week. We are slowly getting back to something like 
whatever was normal!! 
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Hospital Visiting 
 
At the time of writing, the 
implementation of the 
guidelines and the high 
number of Covid cases means 
that the rules relating to visits 
are changing all the time and can vary from hospital to hospital and, 
sadly, often that means that not only ministers, but families cannot 
visit.  However, that doesn’t mean that we wouldn’t like to know if you 
know of someone who has had to go into hospital and would 
appreciate a visit.  
Please contact Myra in the office or Chris at the manse and we will 
enquire each time to see if a visit is possible or facilitate a chat with 
someone from the chaplaincy team (who provide wonderful support) if 
it isn’t.  

 

DUTY OFFICE BEARERS 

     
      
 

Clocks Go Back 
Don’t forget that on Sunday 31st October the clocks go 
back an hour – so we all get an extra hour 
in bed!!   
 
 

October 2021 November 2021 

3rd Team 1 : M McIntosh 7th Team 6 : S Nelson 

10th Team 2 : B Cargill 14th Team 7 : L Gibson 

17th Team 3 : D Spink  

24th Team 4 :  B Cruickshanks  

31st Team 5 : B McDonald  
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Flower Rota for October 2021 

3rd  Janette Millar 

10th   Rena McLeish & Audrey Shepherd 

17th Lettie Watt 

24th Ann Matthew 

31st May Herron 
Flower Rota for November 2021 

7th Kirk Session 

14th Isobel McKay 
 

 
 
Pastoral Call & Flowers 
 

If you know of someone who would benefit from receiving a Pastoral 
Telephone call or the Church flowers, then please can you complete 
the Pastoral Call/Flowers cards which can be found in the Vestibule. 
The completed card can be placed in the box situated at door as you 
exit the Church.  Thank you. 
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Foodbank 
 

Thank you to all those who continue 
to bring items to church for the 
FOODBANK at OLD and ABBEY. Our 
continued thanks to Jean and Earl 
Russell who transport our donations 
down to Old and Abbey. Sadly those 
donations are quickly put to good 
use in parcels collected on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons. 
Items that are in short supply this month are small packets of tea bags, 
jars of coffee, oil for cooking and tin openers.  
 

 
 

   Advance Notice of Communion – 
Sunday 7th November 

 
We will be celebrating the sacrament of Holy 
Communion on Sunday 7th November, the week 

before Remembrance Sunday at 11am in the 
sanctuary and less formally in the large hall at 6pm. Whilst the 
continuing Covid guidelines mean that the celebration will be 
organised differently, communion cards will be distributed by our 
elders giving them a chance to say a cheery hello after so many months 
away.  If you feel anxious or uncomfortable about participating in the 
Lord’s Supper as a result of the last 18 months, please be assured that 
the recording of the service will include an online celebration for those 
worshipping at home.  
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Poppies 
 
After the huge success of the 
prayer squares distributed with 
the September magazine, we are 
again inviting our knitters to 
perhaps create one or two poppies 
to enable us to create a fall in the 
sanctuary for Remembrance 
Sunday.  
 
The pattern is included below and poppies can be in varying shades of red, 
white and even purple (the colour chosen for animals killed in battle). 
Completed poppies can be brought to church on a Sunday (and given to 
Catherine Stockton) or dropped off with Myra at the office, Chris at the 
manse.  
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emembering those we have loved…… 
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Youth Club’s back!  
 
Again, after a long break, our Thursday 
night Youth Club will start back after 
the school holidays on Thursday 21st 
October. Running from 6-7.30pm with a 
mixture of games, crafts and activities 
with a low cost of 50p per week, it’s 
available for anyone from P3-P7 (that’s roughly ages 7-11). As you will 
appreciate many of the youngsters who were attending will now have 
moved on to high school. Please therefore pass on the information to 
family, friends and neighbours. We’d like to welcome as many young 
folk as we can on 21st. 
 

 
November Fayre 
 

We are looking for your support on Saturday 13th November between 
10am - 12-30 in the Church Halls for our annual Fayre. This is a major 
fund raiser for our Church.  Though this will not be on the scale of past 
Fayres we are excited to be able to do this and look forward to seeing 
lots of you there. 
We need donations for the stalls as detailed below and people to help 
on the day and on the Friday evening to set things up from 6-30 until 
8pm. 
Donations can be collected by your Elder when they call with your 
Communion Card in October or can be handed in at the Church on 
Thursday afternoon, 11th November 2-4pm and Friday morning, 12th 
November between 10 and12 noon. 
 
Tombola.  Cake and Candy.  Jewellery.  Books.  Plants.  Crafts.  AND 
Christmas Stall.  All items for the Cake and Candy should be individually 
wrapped or bagged. 
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Please note that we can only accept cash payments in settlement of 
purchases. 
Freshly made pancakes will also be on sale. 
All of these stalls will be in the Small Hall. 
In the Large Hall you can by your entry and coffee tickets and have 
your coffee. 
Joan MacGregor organises the tea and coffee. Joan needs people to 
help in the kitchen and serving and clearing tables. If you can help 
please contact Joan. 
All of this will of course be held under COVID regulations which we 
must all observe. 
The Stewardship Group look forward to your support. 
 
 

Guild 

By the time you are reading this article the Guild will already have met. 
We are meeting fortnightly on a Monday afternoon and our next 
meeting is on Monday 
18th October at 2pm in the Large Hall. Please remember to bring your 
cup/mug. 
Membership is £14. 
Further information is on Guild notice board in the Large Hall. 
The Leadership Team look forward to welcoming past and new 
members to the Guild. 
 

Sunday School/Faithfinders 
 

The Sunday School and Faithfinders will be on holiday on Sunday 3 and 
Sunday 10 October 2021, restarting on Sunday 17 October. 
We have a busy term; we will have a Christmas stall at the church fayre 
and we will also be preparing for the Christmas family service. 
If any child or young person wishes to join us, they will be made very 
welcome.  We meet in the large hall, before the 11 am service, during 
term time.  Leza Gibson 
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Scottish Country Dance Club 
 

We had a very successful first evening on Wednesday  and there were 
15 in attendance which was very good  considering it had been so long 
since we last met. All went very well and after each dance we sanitized 
our hands, so safety was in order.  So if you would like to join us please 
do, it is a fun evening and a bit of exercise as well. Hope to see you 
there. 
Rena McLeish. 
 

Wednesday Club 
 

Hello everyone, we are back up and running again, we meet every 
Wednesday in the large hall from 1.30 till 3.30pm.  All are welcome, so 
bring along your friends we’d love to meet them.  We are a relaxed 
group playing board games and having a chat, having a cup of tea or 
coffee with a wee biscuit or cake on the side.  Be assured we will be 
adhering to Covid guidelines to keep us all safe.  So why not come 
along and say ‘hello’.  £2.00 per week.   
   

Knit & Knatter 
 

The Knit & Knatter has started back on Tuesday nights at 7pm! Can we 
just ask everyone who wants to attend to follow the covid19 
prevention measures to keep us all safe.  For more information and 
updates, please visit our Facebook page   'Knit & Knatter Arbroath'.   
Meeting dates in October are : 5th and 19th.   
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Though there are not as many names this month, I’m sure there are 
many families known to you all in the community who are mourning 
the loss of someone close. I’m also aware, from my own experience 
this past month, that after a funeral, there is often also the interment 
of ashes, a quieter, less public occasion but one filled with sadness and 
emotion too.  

 

 
 
 

Prayer - God of our longing 
 

God of our longing, 
hear our prayers 

protect our dreams, 
and listen to our silent hopes. 

 

Deal gently with our pain, 
speak to our sadness, 

and remove the barriers 
that imprison our spirit. 

 

Shed your light 
where shadows are cast, 

that we may feel your warmth 
and know your presence. 

 

Give us courage 
to hold fast to our vision 

that we may build our world 
and create our future. 

Amen. 
  

Prayer by Annabel Shilson-Thomas 
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CHURCH CALENDAR – OCTOBER 
 

Sundays 3rd/10th/17th/24th/31st 11am Sunday Worship and 
Sunday School 

 3rd October – Dedication of Guild 

 NB: No Sunday School on 
Sundays 3rd and 10th October in 
school holidays 

  

Mondays 4th/11th/18th/25th/31st 7.30pm Male Voice Choir 

  

                  4th/18th 2pm Guild 

  

                  11th 7.15pm Kirk Session 

  

Tuesdays 5th/19th 7pm Knit & Knatter 

  

                 5th/12th/19th/26th  7.30pm In Harmony 

  

Wednesdays 20th/27th October 9.30am Toddlers 

 NB: No Toddlers during the 
school holidays 

  

                         6th/13th/20th/27th 1.30pm Wednesday Club 

  

                         6th/13th/20th/27th  7.30pm Scottish Country Dancing 

  

                         6th/13th/20th/27th 7.30pm Bible Study by Zoom 

  

Thursdays 7th/14th/21st/28th 2-3pm Quiet Space 

  

Fridays 1st/8th/15th/22nd/29th 10am Coffee Stop 
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CHURCH OFFICE  

Arbroath West Kirk,  

Keptie Street, Arbroath, DD11 3AZ  

Tel: 01241 434721 

Email address: arbroathwestkirk2019@gmail.com 

On Facebook at Arbroath West Kirk  

YouTube channel at 
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3tXCAWSP-YNx5x4Ph7EYfQ 

Website:  www.westkirkarbroath.org 

Monday 9am – 1pm 

Tuesday 9am – 1pm 

Friday 9am – 1pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to crossword 

If you want to submit any of the magazine articles by e-mail 

then send it to   :-   westkirkmag@gmail.com.  

Alternatively use the box in the vestibule area. 

        All material for the next issue of the magazine MUST be 

submitted by 25th October 2021, thank you. 
 

mailto:arbroathwestkirk2019@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Arbroath-West-Kirk-108020514483391
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3tXCAWSP-YNx5x4Ph7EYfQ
http://www.westkirkarbroath.org/
mailto:westkirkmag@gmail.com
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Minister – Rev Chris Hay, The Manse, 1 Charles Ave 554189 

 

Session Clerk – Mrs Audrey Shepherd, 25 Bishoploch  

Road 

Asst. Session Clerk - Mr Bill Clark 

870080 

Core Group Convener - Mrs Linda Bird, 5 Hospitalfield 
Gardens 

874785 

Treasurer - Mr David Spink 434721 

Fabric Convener - Mr Ross Cargill, 4 Lochlands Park 876405 

Rollkeeper - Mr Derek Atkinson, 3 Seaton Place 872818 

Sunday School Superintendent - Miss Leza Gibson, 62 
Warddykes Road 

872467 

Magazine Distribution - Mrs Kathleen Bruce, 39 Ladyloan 870953 

Freewill Offering Convener - Miss Myra Scoular, Church 
Office 

434721 

Gift Aid (Covenants) Convener - Miss Myra Scoular, Church 
Office 

434721 

Secretary/Church Office – Miss Myra Scoular 434721 

Safeguarding - Mrs Jean Cargill, 21 Duncan Avenue 874722 

 

Change of Address  

If you have moved house recently, or are about to move, either 
within or out-with the town, please fill in the address slip below and 
return to the Rollkeeper, Mr D Atkinson, 3 Seaton Place, DD11 5DS.  
Thank you  

 
Name  __________________________________________ 
 
Former  
Address __________________________________________ 
 
New 
Address __________________________________________ 


