
 

Issue 284 November 2021 
Scottish Charity Number SC006482 

Website - www.arbroathwestkirk.org 

  

Arbroath 
West Kirk 
Magazine 



1 
 

Chris’s Chatter 
 
Dear friends, 
For a week this month Mike and I took my Mum on a trip down memory lane. 
Armed with a photo album with black and white pictures from 1923 and 
1924, we attempted to trace some of the steps of her parents on their 
honeymoon and holiday thereafter. Born and brought up in Manchester and 
the countryside around Lancaster, my grandparents had little association with 
Scotland but came north travelling on the paddle steamers of the early 20th 
century around the western coast. Many of the photos were hard to pinpoint 
with accuracy but we successfully travelled to Inverary and took photos of the 
castle, main street and the war memorial which have changed very little in 98 
years. It was fascinating for all of us to think that we were treading in their 
footsteps for the first time so many years later. 
November has become the month for Remembrance in our national calendar 
and annual events, which this year should be somewhat more relaxed than in 
2020, will take place to remember all aspects of war from the First World War 
to the present day – the difficulties faced by those who fought at the time 
and afterwards and the challenges faced by those left behind; the many 
innocent victims who became a casualty of a conflict and the appetite for 
power that can result in unspeakable horrors during a time of war. Though 
few of us today have actually walked in the steps of those we remember, the 
significance of living in a world at peace isn’t lost on any of us. I hope that our 
display of hand knitted poppies in various colours will be a tribute to conflicts 
past and present and the sacrifices made by others in pursuit of peace. There 
are details of the way in which we are marking Remembrance at the West 
Kirk and supporting the British Legion later in the magazine.  
At the start of December, we will also be marking another kind of 
Remembrance – for those we have lost in our own lives, whether recently or 
in years past. On Sunday 5th December there will be a short afternoon service 
followed by a cup of tea. This is open to everyone so please tell friends and 
neighbours.   
Jesus also offers us ways in which to remember his love and sacrifice for each 
of us in the celebration of Holy Communion, which, by the time most of you 
receive this magazine, we will already have celebrated this month. Though 
the practical administration of the sacrament has been altered since the start 
of the pandemic, the core commemoration has not changed, like the high  
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street in Inverary, for hundreds of years. As we share together, we have a 
sense of history, of all those around the world down the centuries who have 
participated and of the permanence of the love of God that is with us 
whatever age we live in.  
May you find this season of Remembrance an opportunity to reflect again on 
and give thanks for the unchanging love of God whatever the circumstances. 
 

Inverary 

 
 

Kirk Session News 
 

Over the past few months, The Kirk Session have received letters of 
resignation from some of our longstanding Elders.  We felt that we would like 
to take a moment mark their time as Active Elders. 
We offer our sincere gratitude and heartfelt thanks to them all for their 
faithful hard work, commitment and fellowship that they have shown during 
their many years as an Elder.  They will be missed by their District members 
and fellow Elders and we wish them well in their “retirement” and look 
forward to seeing them within our Church family. 
 
Iain Bell, Doug Fairweather, John & Yvonne Logue, Bill Mathieson, Kathleen 

Pyott, Bob Sievwright, Margaret Sim and Kathleen Thoresen. 
 
Audrey Shepherd,  
Session Clerk. 
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 Remembrance  
During the week leading up to 11th        
November the poppies that have been 
crafted by so many different people will 
be used to adorn the sanctuary. Please 
come and take a look at the talents of so 
many during the times below or during 
the Fayre on Saturday 13th November 
when the church will also be open. 
Thursday 11th November 
The West Kirk will be open on Thursday 
11th from 2-3pm for anyone who wishes 
to spend a few minutes in quiet reflection. 

 

Sunday 14th November 
Our morning service at the West Kirk begins early at 10.50am in order to 
observe our act of remembrance at 11am.  
 
Due to the continuing guidelines, the Royal British legion will be offering a 
limited Act of Remembrance in the afternoon. There will be a march from 
Albert Street to the war memorial where Chris will observe an Act of 
Remembrance at 2pm followed by a march to the legion where refreshments 
will be served. It is our hope that the annual service will return into the 
church building next year.  
 

Harvest Thanks 
 
 
Sunday 26th September was our Harvest Service and it really was a day of 
celebration! The West Kirk Sanctuary looked beautiful and the tent that we 
had used for the month of September as we thought about all that “a home 
for all” means was filled by the generosity of the church family with bags and 
boxes for the shoebox appeal for Blythswood Care. During the service it was 
wonderful to hear the choir singing a piece especially prepared for the day 
and to be joined by Frank and Diane in drama and Anne as she shared her 
reflections of Romania giving out shoeboxes. Following worship there was 
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also a welcome return to being able to have a soup lunch and it was great to 
have the large hall filled with the noise of chatter and laughter – fellowship 
together after the service – not to mention the lovely soup!  
Thanks are due to all those who decorated the church and enhanced our 
worship, to Joan MacGregor and her team who made and served soup for the 
lunch and to all whose generosity made the work of Christine Southward and 
her team in making sure each 
box was filled with the 
correct amount of products 
such a big task! Photos of the 
completed boxes will be 
included with the next 
magazine but not only 
Blythswood benefitted. The 
fresh produce from the 
display was gratefully 
received by Havilah for their lunches and £165 was raised from donations at 
the lunch for Christian Aid. THANK YOU everyone! 
 

Poppies 
I’m sure that many will remember 
the installation of poppies “Blood 
Swept Lands and Seas of Red at the 
Tower of London and may have 
visited the “Weeping Willow” 
display at the Black Watch Museum 
in Perth to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the end of the 
Second World War. I had no idea 
when I mentioned the idea of our 
own, small display of poppies at the 

West Kirk that it would also spread so far and capture imagination! 
 
My thanks to all who have been knitting – those in the Knit & Knatter group 
and in the church family. A particular thank you to Angela Pagan who 
mentioned this to her friend in Liberty, Missouri US. Lizzie Wells, who’s 
originally from Arbroath, moving to the States in her teens has sent over 100 
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poppies to join our own! THANK YOU, Lizzie. We will be sure to send you 
photographs of the completed work and are delighted that it’s the product of 
time and talent from more than one continent! 
Our display will be in the church from 11th November for those who would 
like to see it – times detailed in the article on Remembrance.  
 

The Knit & Knatter ladies (and gent!) have been busy making poppies for 
the Remembrance Sunday display and Christmassy items for the November 
Fayre! If you'd like to join in, please come along to our meetings.  
November dates: 2nd, 16th and 30th. 
Can we just ask everyone who wants to attend to follow the covid19 
prevention measures to keep us all safe. For more information and updates, 
please visit our Facebook page 'Knit & Knatter Arbroath'. 
 

Congratulations! 
 

Well done to both May Herron and Janice Tracey 
who led worship so well on Sunday 17th October. 
The representatives of the training team who came 
to listen to them were delighted with what they 
shared and the way in which they shared it too and 
they completed the course they’ve been taking with 
flying colours! Watch out for them in the weeks to 
come! 

What a privilege it is to have such gifted people who have the courage to 
share their talents for the benefit of us all.  
Next month it’s Bill Clark and Linda Bird’s turn and we pray for them as they 
prepare.  
 

Pastoral Call & Flowers 
 
If you know of someone who would benefit from receiving a Pastoral 
Telephone call or the Church flowers, then please can you complete the 
Pastoral Call/Flowers cards which can be found in the Vestibule. The 
completed card can be placed in the box situated at door as you exit the 
Church.  Thank you. 
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Remembering those we have lost…. 
 
Bless those who mourn, eternal God, with the comfort of your love that they 
may face each new day with hope and the certainty that nothing can destroy 
the good and the love that has been known, given and shared. May their 
memories become joyful, their days enriched with friendship, and their lives 
encircled by your love. 
 

 

Each month we include in the magazine those whose deaths we have been 
notified of. If there is someone that you know of that you feel we should 
include, then please let us know.  
 

Sunday 5th December – Remembering those we have lost, 2pm 
 
The weeks before Christmas, when the 
programmes and adverts on the television 
and in the shops are full of advertising for 
family get togethers, special presents etc. 
can be a very difficult time for many who 
have lost loved ones – whether that is 
during the almost 2 years since the start of 
the pandemic or many years previously. The 
sights and smells of the weeks approaching Christmas, rather than bring joy 
and delight, can highlight sadness and grief. 
 

On Sunday 5th December we will be having a short service at 2pm in the West 
Kirk to which anyone – whether they are a part of the church family or not 
are invited. Readings and prayers focus on the “light in the darkness,” the 
hope of our faith, not a hope that removes the suffering, but a hope that 
enables us to acknowledge our true feelings and provide comfort through the 
season. There will be an opportunity to light a candle during the service and 
refreshments will be provided in the large hall afterwards.   
 
Please pass the details on to anyone in our community who you feel may 
draw consolation from this time. Of course, it’s not for everyone, but we 
hope it will provide solace and comfort for those who choose to come along.  
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New Neighbours 
 

In the last few weeks new homes that 
have been built in our parish along 
Bloomfield Place and off Emislaw Drive 
have begun to be filled. During the 
summer it was decided that we would 
give a welcome pack to each 
household. The pack contains a 
welcome letter, the most current 
magazine and a packet of biscuits to enjoy with a tea or a coffee.  
We’re very grateful to Bill and Myra who collaborated in the welcome letter 
and to Janice and the team she has gathered to deliver the packs. There are 
always one or two packs that are available from the office. If you have 
neighbours who have just moved in, please ask for a pack that you can give to 
them, welcoming them to the parish.  
  

November Fayre 
 
As you will have seen in last month’s magazine the Fayre is to be held on 
Saturday 13th November 10 -12-30pm in the Church Halls. 
Restrictions in place mean this will not be the same as in previous years. 
We need to observe all of the COVID regulations and so a one way system will 
operate in both Halls and Trace and Protect ,hand sanitising and wearing 
masks will be observed. 
There has been a change in Food Hygiene regulations and so donations for 
Cake and Candy stall do not require to be wrapped or bagged before sale. 
We need everyone’s support to make this a success so we look forward to 
seeing lots of you at the Fayre. 
Stewardship Group. 
 

Guild 
 
We have now had two meetings at 2pm in the Large Hall  and have had a 
good turn out of members but we welcome any new folks to join us. 
The next meetings are on :- 
Monday 15  Nov. when we are having a quiz 
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Monday 29. Nov  Scots afternoon with Frank Ferguson and Ian Gough 
Looking forward to seeing everyone . 
Leadership Team 
 

We are looking at additional ways to raise funds for the Church and it has 
been suggested to me that we take advantage of a programme offered to 
charities by Amazon called AmazonSmile. With this Amazon pay nominated 
charities 0.5% of the cost of all purchases excluding VAT.  
I have registered Arbroath West Kirk in this programme, made a purchase 
through it and see the amount of commission earned. It is very easy to use. 
If you are already use Amazon, or if you wish to 
become a new user, go to the website 
www.amazonsmile.co.uk and enter your 
account details or open a new account. It is 
then a matter of following instructions to 
nominate your charity (Arbroath West Kirk). 
Once that is done every order you place will 
earn money for the Church, always use the 
amazonsmile website. It would be great if you 
can encourage friends and family to participate and see how much income we 
can earn from this source.  
Many thanks for your help. 
David Spink, Treasurer. 
 

Sunday School/Faithfinders 
 
This term we will have a Christmas stall at the church fayre on 13 
November.   We will be having a pyjama movie session on 12 December in 
the lounge and the nativity on 19 December during the morning service.  In 
between all this we will be doing fun activities relating to our weekly bible 
readings. 
 
If any child or young person would like to join us, they will be made very 
welcome.  We meet in the large hall, just before 11 am, during term time.  If 
anyone would like to know more about the Sunday School or Faithfinders, I 
(Leza) can be found in the large hall form around 10 am on a Sunday morning 
alternatively, I can be contacted on 01241 872467. 
Leza Gibson 

http://www.amazonsmile.co.uk/
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CHURCH CALENDAR – NOVEMBER 
Sundays 7/14/21/28th 11am Sunday Worship and 

Sunday School 

  

Mondays 1/8/15/22/29th 7.30pm Male Voice Choir 

  

1/15/29th 2pm Guild 

  

Tuesdays  2/16/30th 7pm Knit & Knatter 

  

2/9/16/23/30th 7.30pm In Harmony 

  

Wednesdays 3/10/17/24th 9.30am Toddlers 

  

3/10/17/24th 1.30pm Wednesday Club 

  

3/10/17/24th 7.30pm Scottish Country 
Dancing 

  

3/10/17/24th 7.30pm Bible Study by Zoom 

  

Thursdays   4/11/18/25th 2-3pm Quiet Space 

  

4/11/18/25th 6pm Youth Club 

  

11/25th 7.30pm Friends Of Choir 

  

Fridays    5/12/19/26th 10am Coffee Stop 

  

DROP OFF DONATIONS for  
CHURCH FAYRE 

Thursday 11th  from 2-4pm 
Friday 12th from 10-12noon 

Saturday 13th 10am till 12.30 CHURCH 
FAYRE 
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FLOWER ROTA

 
Flower Rota for November 2021 

14th Isobel McKay 

21st Fiona Dickson 

28th Dorothy Robbie 
Flower Rota for December 2021 

5th Ruth Ferguson 

12th Bill Clark 

 
DUTY ROTA 

 
Plea from Community Council 
 

The Arbroath & District Community Council is a non-political organisation 
which works between Angus Council and the local community. We maintain 
and have put up the Christmas Lights for the past few years. We ran a 
successful "Scrubs" project last year during the pandemic. We are also the 
conduit for the money coming to the town from the SSE Offshore Wind Farm, 
(Sea Green Project). To date we have had one micro-grant of £5000 which we 
split between 10 projects in the town. There is another micro-grant of £4000 
which will be open to applications in a week or so. Over the next 3 years 
though the Community Council will be awarded £250,000 to invest in the 
town and surrounding area. There will be £50,000 next year (2022) then 
£100,000 for each of the following 2 years (2023 & 2024).  
Our problem is that the number of Community Councillors we have, is only 
just meeting the legal requirement. If we lose any members then we may 
need to fold. This thought is awful as the town will then lose out on this 

November 2021 December 2021 

14th Team 7 : L Gibson 5th Team 10 : A Shepherd 

21st Team 8 : A Ferguson 12th Team 1 : M McIntosh 

28th Team 9 : D Langlands  
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money. It is something that we desperately do not want to happen. Arbroath 
and District could do so much with this money. 
The point of this email/letter is that we need volunteers to become members 
of the Community Council. There is a public meeting once a month (usually 
the first Tuesday of the month) which at the moment is being held virtually, 
and a planning meeting once a month. Do you think you could be involved or 
know someone that may be interested in being involved?. If yes, you can 
collect an application form from Sandy at Beedie's  Jewellers shop on the High 
Street precinct or you can contact Fiona Doran. Her phone number is 07789 
226 648. There is also a Facebook page "Royal Burgh of Arbroath Community 
Council" which gives the link to join the public meetings. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this 
Jan Broomhall 
Treasurer, Arbroath & District Community Council. 
 
DLTK’s Sites for Kids Printable Version 
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DLTK’s Sites for Kids Printable Version  
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CHURCH OFFICE  

Arbroath West Kirk,  

Keptie Street, Arbroath, DD11 3AZ  

Tel: 01241 434721 

Email address: arbroathwestkirk2019@gmail.com 

On Facebook at Arbroath West Kirk  

YouTube channel at 
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3tXCAWSP-YNx5x4Ph7EYfQ 

Website:  www.westkirkarbroath.org 

Monday 9am – 1pm 

Tuesday 9am – 1pm 

Friday 9am – 1pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you want to submit any of the magazine articles by  

e-mail then send it to   :-   westkirkmag@gmail.com.  

Alternatively use the box in the vestibule area. 

        All material for the next issue of the magazine MUST 

be submitted by 22nd November 2021, thank you. 
 

mailto:arbroathwestkirk2019@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Arbroath-West-Kirk-108020514483391
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3tXCAWSP-YNx5x4Ph7EYfQ
http://www.westkirkarbroath.org/
mailto:westkirkmag@gmail.com
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Minister – Rev Chris Hay, The Manse, 1 Charles Ave 554189 

 

Session Clerk – Mrs Audrey Shepherd, 25 Bishoploch  

Road 

Asst. Session Clerk - Mr Bill Clark 

870080 

Core Group Convener - Mrs Linda Bird, 5 Hospitalfield 
Gardens 

874785 

Treasurer - Mr David Spink 434721 

Fabric Convener - Mr Ross Cargill, 4 Lochlands Park 876405 

Rollkeeper - Mr Derek Atkinson, 3 Seaton Place 872818 

Sunday School Superintendent - Miss Leza Gibson, 62 
Warddykes Road 

872467 

Magazine Distribution - Mrs Kathleen Bruce, 39 Ladyloan 870953 

Freewill Offering Convener - Miss Myra Scoular, Church 
Office 

434721 

Gift Aid (Covenants) Convener - Miss Myra Scoular, Church 
Office 

434721 

Secretary/Church Office – Miss Myra Scoular 434721 

Safeguarding - Mrs Jean Cargill, 21 Duncan Avenue 874722 

 

Change of Address  

If you have moved house recently, or are about to move, either 
within or out-with the town, please fill in the address slip below and 
return to the Rollkeeper, Mr D Atkinson, 3 Seaton Place, DD11 5DS.  
Thank you  

 
Name  __________________________________________ 
 
Former  
Address __________________________________________ 
 
New 
Address __________________________________________ 


