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Chris’s Christmas Chatter
Dear friends,
I don’t know about you, but this last
week as the temperature has really
dropped, it has suddenly begun to
feel a lot more like winter and
therefore the start of the new
church year – the Advent Season.
Each year I resolve to be more
prepared, but every time I fail and this year is no exception! We only
just seem to have completed Remembrance (photos included in this
magazine) and already there are Christmas trees in houses on our road.
The clear night skies full of stars that have heralded the colder weather
and the Christmas tree lights twinkling in the houses have reminded
me that this is really is a season that highlights our senses – the darker
days emphasise the array of colourful lights; the smells of advent
candles burning, of Christmas cakes and puddings baking (for, as I said
above, mine are not yet made); the different textures of the
decorations, the prickle of holly wreaths, the softness of that additional
blanket to keep warm; the sounds of the Christmas jingles all around us
in shops, restaurants and cafes and the taste of food like mince pies
that perhaps we don’t eat at any other time of year.
Of course, the sights, sounds and smells of the first Christmas would
have been very different. Our Christmas card nativity scenes don’t
reveal what we know is a strong and often unpleasant smell in a
cowshed; no trace of things to eat or drink and the arrival of unknown
strangers not really something the exhausted parents of a new-born
baby would be wanting.
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When I wrote at the start of December for last year’s Christmas
magazine, I wrote about looking ahead with hope in 2021, of
opportunity as restrictions were relaxed to build back better in our
communities. 2021 has probably not been the year that many of us
expected or hoped. Beginning with a second lockdown, we are still
living with restrictions and guidelines and as the new of a potential
new strain of the virus breaks and restrictions begin to be tightened
again across Europe, it would be a foolish person who predicted where
will be 6 or 12 months from now. The images portrayed in the shops
and on adverts on our TVs, those that appeal to all our senses, like the
nativity scenes, are not the reality. We continue to wait, hesitating
about how far we should travel and who we should see. We continue
to move into the future holidays, breaks, plans that we had hoped to
have long since taken.
This Christmas, as we deal with our reality, let’s remember the reality
of Jesus’ birth and indeed the whole of his life and death that was
often hard, uncomfortable and filled with sadness and rejection. But
that’s not the whole story. The whole story includes Jesus’ resurrection
– his victory over all things. His love for each one of us is so great that
he would live through all of our realities to be present with us, to save
each one of us and to enable us to know him. This Christmas I pray that
whatever your circumstances, however you are spending the holiday
season, you will be able to celebrate the eternal presence of the real
Jesus with us for that’s what brings us peace and joy.
Christmas blessings from Mike and I to everyone,
Chris
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Kirk Session
It’s hard to believe that we are in the month of December and to think,
this time last year approaching another lockdown. We have seen the
Church of Scotland Covid restrictions reduce as we have gone through
the year which has been encouraging and the Session are grateful for
all your patience as we have gone through the various stages of
relaxations. It has been lovely to see so many of you back at Church
and in your regular pews and sitting on a comfy cushion again! Church
life too is blooming with all our own groups as well as outside groups
using our halls which is great. A very encouraging end to a year that
sees us still in the grip of Covid.
I would like to wish you all on behalf of the Kirk Session a Merry
Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year and we look forward to
seeing you all in 2022.
Audrey Shepherd

Advent and Christmas at the West Kirk
Rather than list again the additional and special services that are
happening at the West Kirk over the next few weeks, please see the
December calendar and the Christmas advert in this magazine.
However, there are one or two items that are new.
Advent Trail
Many churches successfully ran
an Advent trail last year as there
were so many restrictions on
indoor services due to the
pandemic. They were so
popular that they are being
repeated up and down the land.
24 pictures will be displayed
around the parish. Each picture will have a letter on it and the 24
letters will make up a Christmas message. Trail forms will be available
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from church and in the primary schools for children and families to pick
up and complete the trail. Once complete, everyone is invited to bring
their forms to our Christingle Service on Christmas eve where the
Christmas message will be revealed, and a small gift given for every
correct trail form. Please let friends and neighbours know so that they
can join in the fun!

Jesse Tree
Alternatively in Advent, in last month’s magazine
there were readings and prayers included for
advent following the ancient tradition of a Jesse
Tree. Due to the printing issues that we had last
month, the pictures for each day to be cut out and
hung either on a separate tree or on your
Christmas tree weren’t included. They are available
in church and from either Myra or Chris by email. Please join in and
send us photos of your trees that we’ll include in the next magazine.

Sunday 19th December – Carols in
McDonald Park, 3.30pm
This is an outdoor carol service which all
churches in the town are collaborating in. There
will be carols and Christmas music of all kinds
and we are planning for our choir to be part of
this. Please come along and join in – and pray
that the weather stays dry!

Boxing Day and 2nd January
This year the three Arbroath churches have agreed to worship together
on 26th December and 2nd January. On 26th the service will be at St
Andrews Church and Chris will lead worship. On 2nd January the service
will be at the West Kirk and Martin Fair will lead worship.
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Christmas Eve – Tesco
Thanks to Lynne from Tesco, we have been
asked to distribute all the fresh produce that
is left on Christmas Eve to the community
without cost. This is a wonderful gesture and hopefully will make a big
difference to many people’s Christmas. Obviously the quantity to be
distributed is uncertain but if you know of anyone or any organisation
that would like to receive some of this produce then please get in
touch with Myra or Chris.

November Fayre
Well we did it! We had a Fayre this year and it was a great success.
Many prayers were said for success and many worries addressed.
So on behalf of the Stewardship Group a very sincere thank you to
everyone who helped in any way to make Saturday 13th November
such a great day.
Of course the weather was kind to us too and the people who came
along made it. During the whole time there was never a moan at
having to wait to get in or queue up for teas in fact most folks were just
so happy to be out sharing in our fund raising for the Kirk.
On the day the amazing sum of£1,869.18 was raised and since then
with donations handed in we now have raised £2,430.18
WELL DONE EVERYONE.
Undernoted are the various amounts raised on the day.
Tombola
£303.35

Toiletries
£194.00

Jewellery
£113.05

Crafts
£192.60
plus £59
from raffle

Christmas
£110.00

Plants
£82.30
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Cake and
Candy
£245.95
Books
£78.90

Door
£464.83
Jigsaws and
Misc.
£25.20

Scout Christmas Post 2021
The Arbroath/Carnoustie Scout Post is going
ahead this year, after missing a year in 2020
due to Covid restrictions. The service will cost 30p per card, and we
would be grateful if you put your cards and the money in a sealed bag
or envelope, and place them in the boxes which you will find in any of
the following Sites:
Andy Stewart Court; Ashbrook Garden Centre; Browns Pet Shop; Cafe
Barista; Kirkton R S McColls; Mayfield Co-op; Timmergreens Co-op;
Keptie News; Library; Marlyns Hairdresser, Commerce St; Morrisons;
Shop & Save Brechin Rd; Tesco and Warddykes School. There is also a
box at the Scout Hall, Keptie Rd.
The cards will be delivered to addresses in Arbroath and Carnoustie
towns only.
The boxes will go out on 2nd December and the last collection at 12
noon 16th December. The cards will be delivered over weekend 18/19th
December.
I can also pick up cards at the Coffee Stop on Friday 10 th December if
anyone wants to bring them that day
Joan Macgregor
Phone No: 875229

Coffee Stop
Please note that, The Coffee stop will not be open on December 24th or
31st December. The “workers” are pretty busy at that time of year. We
will be open on 17th, and will hopefully have some Christmas cheer.
We will be back on 7th January as normal – unless there is a very snowy
weather and we are all snowed in !!
Happy Christmas to all
Joan Macgregor
875229
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CHURCH CALENDAR – DECEMBER 2021
Sundays 5th/12th/19th/26th

Tea and mince pies will
be served in the hall
after the Nativity
service on the 19th.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

11am Sunday worship and Sunday School
12th December In Harmony Concert at 2pm
19th December – Nativity Service
19th December – United Outdoor Carol
Service – McDonald Park, 3.30pm
19th December Arbroath Male Voice Choir
Concert at 7pm
26th December – United Service at St
Andrews Church led by Rev Chris
6pm Christingle Service
11.15pm Watchnight Service
11am Family Service – bring a gift and a
Christmas Jumper!

Mondays 6th/13th

7.30pm Arbroath Male Voice Choir

13th

The Guild Christmas Dinner, 5 for 5.30pm

Tuesdays 7th

7.30 In Harmony

14th

7.30pm Knit & Knatter

Wednesdays
1st/8th/15th/22nd
Toddlers off 1st and 22nd
December – school
holidays

9.30am Toddlers@WestKirk
Toddlers Christmas Party – 15th December
1.30pm The Wednesday Club
7.30pm Country Dancing
7.30pm Bible Study by Zoom

Thursdays
2nd/9th/16th/23rd

2-3pm Quiet Space
6-7.30pm Youth Club
No Youth Club on 23rd December – school
holiday
‘Friends Of’ Choir Rehersals

Thursdays
9th
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DECEMBER 2021
(continued)
Fridays 3rd/10th/17th

10am Coffee Stop (not on Christmas eve)

CHURCH CALENDAR – JANUARY 2022
Sundays
2nd/9th/16th/23rd/30th

11am Sunday worship and Sunday School
2nd January - United service in West Kirk led
by M Fair
Sunday School on holiday 2nd January
Refreshments after the Service on 30th Jan.

Mondays
3rd/10th/17th/24th/31st

7.30pm Arbroath Male Voice Choir

10th/24th

2pm Guild

Tuesdays 4th/11th/18th/25th

7.30 In Harmony

18th

7.30pm Knit & Knatter

Wednesdays
5th/12th/19th/26th

9.30am Toddlers@WestKirk
Toddlers off 5th January – school holidays
1.30pm The Wednesday Club
7.30pm Country Dancing
7.30pm Bible Study by Zoom

Thursdays
6th/13th/20th/27th

2-3pm Quiet Space
6-7.30pm Youth Club
No Youth Club on 6th January – school
holiday

Fridays 7th/14th/21st/28th

10am Coffee Stop
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Well Done!
This month we offer our congratulations to
Linda Bird and Bill Clark who led worship on
21st November and successfully completed
the training course they have been taking
with Janice and May (mentioned last
month).
Again, those who came to offer support and encouragement from
Angus Presbytery thoroughly enjoyed their time with us and if you
weren’t in church or watching the recording for that week, then please
take a look on our YouTube channel to see how well they did.
Now that the course is completed it would be a shame to hide their
talents, so watch out for them in the coming weeks and months!

Remembrance and COP26
Thank you to everyone who took part in our activities and events that
marked the climate conference in Glasgow and Remembrance events
in schools, church and at the war memorial. Thanks to the skills of our
knitters and crafters we now have a beautiful poppy field fall to use for
years to come.

Our Christian Aid boats for COP26 and some
of those displayed in Glasgow.
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Our wonderful Poppy Field Fall
(complete and in construction)and cross for Remembrance together

with Remembrance stones made by Muirfield Primary, taken and laid
at the War Memorial.
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Remembering those we have loved at Christmas time….
For many people this can be a difficult time of the year. It’s a time
when, provided the guidelines will still allow, families gather together,
catch up and share gifts and meals around the table. In most
households there are gaps and empty spaces highlighting those we
have lost whether recently or many years before. We are reminded of
memories of times past and the pain of their absence remains real.
Our service at 2pm on 5th December is a time to acknowledge those
feelings, in the midst of all the preparations. Please come along for a
short time of reflection. We hope that it will provide a glimpse of the
presence of Christ who remains with us whether we feel like
celebrating this Christmas or not.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, in what is a season of peace and joy, we remember all those
who struggle to feel those sentiments, who instead feel lost and alone.
The writer of the Psalms tells us that you are close to the broken
hearted, to all who mourn. We pray for your presence and peace this
Christmas time for all who suffer loss. Give us a fresh glimpse of who
you are, a heavenly father who watched the suffering of his son on a
cross, a loving God who understands our pain. May, then, the birth of a
baby born in a draughty stable be for us a reminder of the love that
you have for each of us and the hope that we have in you.
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Giving at Christmas
Each year at our Christmas services our offerings are given to Shelter to
support those with no home at this time of year. Below is a message from
Claire Taylor, the Shelter fieldworker for our area. Thanks to Debbie Sime for
putting us in touch with her.
Shelter and Shelter Scotland exist to
defend the right to a safe home. In the
UK millions of people live in unsafe
conditions or are affected by soaring
rents, discrimination and the threat of
eviction. Last year, 75 households a day became homeless in Scotland.
Shelter fights the devastating impact the housing emergency has on people
and society. We do this with campaigns, advice and support - and we never
give up.
Recipe for Change, is our latest campaign and is an opportunity to gather,
enjoy food, and you’ll learn more about the housing emergency from real life
Recipe Stories. Download our Recipe Stories to cook for your friends and
family in the week 13-19 December, or anytime over December that suits
you.
Each Recipe Story has been created by someone who has experienced the
devastating impact of the housing emergency. You’ll learn how to make a
new dish, but also why it was important to them when they were fighting for
a home.
Your contribution is important. The funds you
raise with Recipe for Change will help us fight
the housing emergency. Sign up for free at
https://recipeforchange.shelter.org.uk/ or
contact Claire_Taylor@Shelter.org.uk,
07826950718 if you have any questions or are
interested in finding out more about the work
of Shelter.
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Flower Rota
December 2021

5th

Ruth Ferguson
12th Bill Clark
19th Christmas Flowers
26th Christmas Flowers
January 2022

2nd

Flower Fund
9th Vacant
16th Vacant
23rd Vacant
30th Linda Bird

Duty Rota
December 2021

January 2022

5th

2nd Team

Team 10 : A Shepherd
12th Team 01 : M McIntosh
19th Team 02 : B Cargill
26th Service @ St Andrews

03 : David Spink
9th Team 04 : B Cruickshanks
16th Team 05 : B MacDonald
23rd Team 06 : S Nelson
30th Team 07 : L Gibson
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Sunday School/Faithfinders
Thank you to all who donated and helped on the Christmas stall at the
church fayre.
Over the past few weeks, at Sunday School, we have been talking
about re naming the Sunday School. We are gathering suggestions
from the children. The children are excited about this. We hope to
have a new name by the time we start back after the Christmas
holiday.
We are having a pyjama movie afternoon on Sunday 12 December, in
the lounge. The Nativity will be on 19 December, during morning
worship. After the nativity, the Sunday School and Faithfinders will be
on holiday for two weeks (26 December 2021 and 2 January 2022). We
will restart on Sunday 9th January 2022.
Any child/young person that would like to join us at Sunday School or
Faithfinders (S1+), will be made very welcome. We do fun activities
that are linked to our bible reading.
Leza Gibson
872467

Photocopier
Apologies to everyone for the delay in distribution of the November
magazine. Unfortunately, our faithful risograph stopped working halfway through and the engineer was unable to fix it. Fortunately we had
been researching and had already organised a photocopier to replace it
and enable us to produce colour copies but it had not arrived.
Thanks to the quick turn around from Ian at premier printworks and
the efficiency of Ruth Ferguson and her team of collators and Kathleen
Bruce who sorted the magazines into bundles, we were then able to
distribute a week late. Hopefully there will be no further problems with
our new machine!!
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CHURCH OFFICE
Arbroath West Kirk,
Keptie Street, Arbroath, DD11 3AZ
Tel: 01241 434721
Email address: arbroathwestkirk2019@gmail.com
On Facebook at Arbroath West Kirk
YouTube channel at
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3tXCAWSP -YNx5x4Ph7EYfQ
Website: www.westkirkarbroath.org
Monday 9am – 1pm
Tuesday 9am – 1pm
Friday 9am – 1pm

If you want to submit any of the magazine articles by
e-mail then send it to :- westkirkmag@gmail.com.
Alternatively use the box in the vestibule area.
All material for the next issue of the magazine
MUST be submitted by 24th January 2022, thank you.
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Minister – Rev Chris Hay, The Manse, 1 Charles Ave

554189

Session Clerk – Mrs Audrey Shepherd, 25 Bishoploch Rd
Asst. Session Clerk - Mr Bill Clark
Core Group Convener - Mrs Linda Bird, 5 Hospitalfield Gdns
Treasurer - Mr David Spink
Fabric Convener - Mr Ross Cargill, 4 Lochlands Park
Rollkeeper - Mr Derek Atkinson, 3 Seaton Place
Sunday School Superintendent - Miss Leza Gibson, 62
Warddykes Road
Magazine Distribution - Mrs Kathleen Bruce, 39 Ladyloan
Freewill Offering Convener - Miss Myra Scoular, Church
Office
Gift Aid (Covenants) Convener - Miss Myra Scoular, Church
Office
Secretary/Church Office – Miss Myra Scoular

870080

Safeguarding - Mrs Jean Cargill, 21 Duncan Avenue

874722

874785
434721
876405
872818
872467
870953
434721
434721
434721

Change of Address
If you have moved house recently, or are about to move, either
within or out-with the town, please fill in the address slip below and
return to the Rollkeeper, Mr D Atkinson, 3 Seaton Place, DD11 5DS.
Thank you
Name

__________________________________________

Former
Address

__________________________________________

New
Address

__________________________________________
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